
 

 

Curriculum Intent 

"Our task is to help children communicate with the world using all their potential, strengths and languages, and to overcome any obstacle 

presented by our culture” 

Loris Malaguzzi 

Hillfields Nursery School's Curriculum Intent 

 Engage and challenge our children 
 Offer opportunities and provocations 
 Be flexible and dynamic to support individual learning journeys 

To support our delivery of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) we have a clear, ambitious curriculum planned. This 
offers opportunities and provocation to support every child to learn. We spend time ensuring we know children’s 
previous experiences and what their interests are so we are able to build successfully on the knowledge and skills they 
bring. We offer important opportunities for our children to build on their cultural capital.  

We believe this is right for our children as they have a safe, well presented, stimulating environment indoors and 
outdoors. The children are supported by staff to be happy, secure and safe within the nursery school so that they are 
motivated and ready to learn, through a play-based curriculum. The educators are there to teach skills and knowledge and 
then to facilitate the children’s exploration. 

Our Opportunities and Provocation curriculum is in place to support our children at the early stages of their learning. 
Alongside our children this is developed each week through our dynamic planning as we observe and discover what our 
children need. We do this to make sure our children have the best early learning experience and ensure they have a love 
of learning and a firm foundation on which to build throughout their life and education. 



 

Educational Programmes Prime Areas 

Communication and Language Personal, Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 

The development of children’s spoken language 
underpins all seven areas of learning and 
development. Children’s back-and-forth 
interactions from an early age form the 
foundations for language and cognitive 
development. The number and quality of the 
conversations they have with adults and peers 
throughout the day in a language-rich 
environment is crucial. By commenting on what 
children are interested in or doing, and echoing 
back what they say with new vocabulary added, 
practitioners will build children's language 
effectively. Reading frequently to children, and 
engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 
extensive opportunities to use and embed new 
words in a range of contexts, will give children the 
opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, 
story-telling and role play, where children share 
their ideas with support and modelling from their 
teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites 
them to elaborate, children become comfortable 
using a rich range of vocabulary and language 
structures. 

Children’s personal, social and emotional 
development (PSED) is crucial for children to lead 
healthy and happy lives, and is fundamental to 
their cognitive development. Underpinning their 
personal development are the important 
attachments that shape their social world. Strong, 
warm and supportive relationships with adults 
enable children to learn how to understand their 
own feelings and those of others. Children should 
be supported to manage emotions, develop a 
positive sense of self, set themselves simple goals, 
have confidence in their own abilities, to persist 
and wait for what they want and direct attention 
as EYFS reforms early adopter framework 9 
necessary. Through adult modelling and guidance, 
they will learn how to look after their bodies, 
including healthy eating, and manage personal 
needs independently. Through supported 
interaction with other children they learn how to 
make good friendships, co-operate and resolve 
conflicts peaceably. These attributes will provide a 
secure platform from which children can achieve 
at school and in later life. 

Physical activity is vital in children’s all-round 
development, enabling them to pursue happy, 
healthy and active lives. Gross and fine motor 
experiences develop incrementally throughout 
early childhood, starting with sensory 
explorations and the development of a child’s 
strength, co-ordination and positional awareness 
through tummy time, crawling and play 
movement with both objects and adults. By 
creating games and providing opportunities for 
play both indoors and outdoors, adults can 
support children to develop their core strength, 
stability, balance, spatial awareness, co-
ordination and agility. Gross motor skills provide 
the foundation for developing healthy bodies and 
social and emotional well-being. Fine motor 
control and precision helps with hand-eye co-
ordination which is later linked to early literacy. 
Repeated and varied opportunities to explore and 
play with small world activities, puzzles, arts and 
crafts and the practise of using small tools, with 
feedback and support from adults, allow children 
to develop proficiency, control and confidence. 

 

 

 

 



 

EYFS 2021 Education Programmes Specific Areas 

Literacy Mathematics Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design 

It is crucial for children to develop a 
life-long love of reading. Reading 
consists of two dimensions: language 
comprehension and word reading. 
Language comprehension (necessary 
for both reading and writing) starts 
from birth. It only develops when 
adults talk with children about the 
world around them and the books 
(stories and non-fiction) they read 
with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems 
and songs together. Skilled word 
reading, taught later, involves both 
the speedy working out of the 
pronunciation of unfamiliar printed 
words (decoding) and the speedy 
recognition of familiar printed 
words. Writing involves transcription 
(spelling and handwriting) and 
composition (articulating ideas and 
structuring them in speech, before 
writing). 

Developing a strong grounding in 
number is essential so that all 
children develop the necessary 
building blocks to excel 
mathematically. Children should be 
able to count confidently, develop a 
deep understanding of the numbers 
to 10, the relationships between 
them and the patterns within those 
numbers. By providing frequent and 
varied opportunities to build and 
apply this understanding - such as 
using manipulatives, including small 
pebbles and tens frames for 
organising counting - children will 
develop a secure base of knowledge 
and vocabulary from which mastery 
of mathematics is built. In addition, 
it is important that the curriculum 
includes rich opportunities for 
children to develop their spatial 
reasoning skills across all areas of 
mathematics including shape, space 
and measures. It is important that 
children develop positive attitudes 
and interests in mathematics, look 
for patterns and relationships, spot 
connections, ‘have a go’, talk to 
adults and peers about what they 
notice and not be afraid to make 
mistakes. 

Understanding the world involves 
guiding children to make sense of 
their physical world and their 
community. The frequency and 
range of children’s personal 
experiences increases their 
knowledge and sense of the world 
around them – from visiting parks, 
libraries and museums to meeting 
important members of society such 
as police officers, nurses and 
firefighters. In addition, listening to a 
broad selection of stories, non-
fiction, rhymes and poems will foster 
their understanding of our culturally, 
socially, technologically and 
ecologically diverse world. As well as 
building important knowledge, this 
extends their familiarity with words 
that support understanding across 
domains. Enriching and widening 
children’s vocabulary will support 
later reading comprehension. 

The development of children’s 
artistic and cultural awareness 
supports their imagination and 
creativity. It is important that 
children have regular opportunities 
to engage with the arts, enabling 
them to explore and play with a 
wide range of media and materials. 
The quality and variety of what 
children see, hear and participate in 
is crucial for developing their 
understanding, self-expression, 
vocabulary and ability to 
communicate through the arts. The 
frequency, repetition and depth of 
their experiences are fundamental to 
their progress in interpreting and 
appreciating what they hear, 
respond to and observe. 



 

 

The Characteristics of effective teaching and Learning 

 Playing and Exploring Active Learning Creating and Thinking Critically 
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Realise that their actions have an effect on the 
world, so they want to keep repeating them 

   

Reach for and accept objects. Make choices and 
explore different resources and materials 

  

Plan and think ahead about how they will 
explore or play with objects 

Participate in routines 
Begin to predict sequence because they know the 
routines. 

Take part in simple pretend play 
Sort materials/ toys 

Guide their own thinking and actions by talking 
to themselves while playing. E.g. a child doing a 
jigsaw might whisper under their breath: 
“Where does that one go?” 

Show goal-directed behaviour. E.g. babies may pull 
themselves up to reach a toy 

Review their progress as they try to 
achieve a goal 
Solve real problems 

Make independent choices 
 
Do things independently that they have been 
previously taught 

Use a range of strategies to reach a goal they have set 
themselves 

Use role play to think beyond the 
‘here and now’ and to understand 
another perspective. E.g. a child 
roleplaying a Billy Goats Gruff might 
suggest that the Troll is fierce 
because he could be hungry and 
lonely 

Bring their own interests and fascinations into 
early years settings. This helps them to develop 
their learning 

Begin to correct their mistakes themselves. E.g. instead 
of forcing a puzzle into a slot they will try another piece 

Know more so feel confident coming 
up with their own ideas 
Make more links between those 
ideas 

Respond to new experiences that you bring to 
their attention 

Keep on trying when things are difficult Concentrate on achieving something 
that’s important to them. They are 
increasingly able to control their 
attention and ignore distractions 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Hillfields Nursery Learners 
Skills Development  

These are the skills we believe are important for our learners at Hillfields Nursery School to ensure they become lifelong learners. 

Communicating 
 

Objects of 
reference to 
communicate next 
choices. Adults 
model Makaton 
and simple 
language 
 
Children recognise 
objects and their 
meaning 

Makaton, Non-
verbal cues with 
adults modelling 
simple vocabulary 
 
Children begin to 
mimic signs and 
words to 
communicate 

Makaton with 
adults modelling 
vocabulary 
including Match +1 
(repeat the word 
adding another e.g 
bear – brown bear) 
 
Children build on 
word level and 2 
word level 
communication 
towards sentences 

Adults play 
alongside and with 
children 
commentating on 
play.  
(This supports the 
children hearing 
language that 
relates to them) 
 
Children hear and 
build vocabulary 
linked to their 
interests from 
adults modelling 

Adults use 
Makaton to 
support children to 
ask and answer 
who, what and 
where questions. 
 
Children begin to 
understand and 
answer questions, 
moving on to asking 
the questions 

Adults support 
rallying 
conversations. For 
those not ready to 
vocalise adults to 
leave space in the 
conversation.  
 
Children begin to 
understand 
communicating in a 
conversation. They 
can build on this to 
have communicate 
with adults and 
peers 

Adults play with 
and alongside 
children and talk 
through their 
thinking when 
problem solving. 
(Adult builds a 
tower and it falls, 
adult vocalises their 
next steps thinking) 
 
Children can begin 
to see and talk 
about their 
thinking. With 
adults modelling 
their thoughts they 
can begin to 
understand the 
thought process.  

One handed 
tools  
e.g. scissors 

Adult led hand 
control to build 
muscles for tools 
e.g. tweezers, 
sponges, 
playdough, 
threading 

Child led hand 
control to build 
muscles for tools 
e.g. tweezers, 
sponges, 
playdough, 
threading 

Adult led 
experiences of 
one handed 
tools 
e.g. start by 
cutting soft 
items, 
playdough, 
banana, cooked 
pasta 

First steps tools 
that need a 
simple step. e.g. 
long loop scissors 
 

Adult supporting 
use of tools by 
holding object or 
hand over hand. 
E.g. adult hold 
paper whilst 
child makes cuts 

Child led use of 
tools e.g. cutting 
starting by 
cutting soft items 

Adult guided to 
use tools with 
more precision 
e.g. cut along 
lines, cut around 
simple shapes 

Child led design. 
E.g. child cuts 
with purpose 



 

Independent 
self help skills 
(toileting, 
dressing etc.) 

Adults support children with self-
help skill in routines e.g. recognising 
when their nappy is wet or soiled, 
talking them through steps to put on 
outdoor clothing 
 
Follow consistent sequence and 
technique  

Adults encourage children to 
complete one step with little 
support 
 
Undressing is easier than dressing, 
use visual cues or vocal cues. ‘Shoes 
off and then I will be with you.’ 

Adults to model how to complete 
self-help skills where possible. 
 
Talk through steps of how you have 
completed the task 

Encourage more steps to be 
completed offering praise for having 
a go and then achieving the next 
step.  
 
I am so proud of the way you have 
tried to get your legs into the 
trousers 

Recognising 
name 

Recognising and 
responding to their 
name verbally. E.g. 
when an adult uses 
their name they 
recognise that 
means them 

Recognising and 
labelling 
themselves in a 
mirror or picture.  

Self-register/ 
recognition of peg 
space by 
recognising their 
picture with adult 
support 

Self-register/ 
recognition of peg 
space by 
recognising their 
picture 
independently 

Self-register with 
picture alongside 
name 

Self-register with 
printed name only 
with adult support 
to point out 
graphemes 

Self-register with 
printed name only  

Reading for 
pleasure 
 

Have a range of age-
related books in a 
variety of areas.  
 
Allow children to access 
books where they feel 
comfortable. 

Adults share books 
with children 
 
Adults encourage 
interaction with the 
pictures and talking 
through turning pages 
 

Storylines in play 
 
Storylines mimic real 
experiences and then 
mimic storylines from 
stories 

Core books shared with 
all children 
 
Core books well known 
to children so they can 
pick them up and read 

 Child focussed books 
 
Make books that mimic 
known books using 
children in nursery. 
These books are 
displayed with other 
published books 

 Writing their own 
book 
 
Adults act as a scribe as 
the children become 
authors. These books 
are displayed with 
other published books 
  

Writing for 
purpose 
 

Within the environment 
have spaces where children 
can mark make on 
horizontal and vertical 
surfaces 
 
Have a variety of mark 
making tools e.g. chalks, 
pencils, paint, water 

See adults writing for a 
purpose.  
 
Adults talk through what you 
are writing and why. E.g. 
name on a drawing so that 
we know who it belongs to. 
A post it note as a reminder.  

Have everyday objects for 
writing within areas of 
learning 
 
In role play area have note 
pads, shopping list pads so 
they can mimic what they 
see being written in their 
experiences 

Within Areas of Learning 
have writing tools 
 
Encourage use of these for 
planning e.g. use the 
clipboard and paper to plan 
out your building 

Adults to extend play 
through writing  
 
When children are playing 
adults give them a purpose 
for writing. E.g. if they are 
planning a party can they 
write a list of names to plan 
who is coming, a shopping 
list for the food they need  



 

 

 

Orchard 
Nursery 2 - Preschool 

Nursery 1 – Rising 3s 
 

 



 

Autumn Term Learning 
Orchard - Nursery 2 and Rising 3s (Nursery 1) 

Areas of 
Learning… 

Development Matters Objectives… Nursery 2 Development Matters Objectives… Nursery 1 

Communication 
& Language 

Talk about familiar books 
Increase song & Rhyme repertoire 
Split their attention (listen and do) 
Begin to increase vocabulary 
Respond to 1 part instructions 
Experiment with use of plurals and tenses (often modelled back by an 
adult) 
Develop sentences to use 4 words 
Begin to have a rally conversation with adults 
Use communication to organise play (maybe gesture not talk) 

Listen to other people talk for very short periods (when beside them in play) 
Adults to label their emotions 
Adults respond to the start of a conversation (this may not lead to a response 
back)  
Develop role play, playing alongside adults and children engaged in the same 
space 
Hear phonemes /l/ /r/ /j/ in words and echoed back to them accurately 
Hear familiar multi-syllabic words e.g. cucumber 
Listen to short stories  
Begin to understand and, with adult support, act on longer sentences 
Begin to understand and, with adult modelling, respond to who, what, where 
questions 

Personal Social 
Emotional 
Development 

Independently select activities 
Develop a sense of responsibility, with adult direction 
Become confident with key person and group 
Begin to follow the rules and boundaries with adult support 
Develop confidence to come into the setting 
Begin to use Makaton and vocabulary to express how they feel, modelled 
by adults 

Express preferences using gesture and increasingly talk 
Begin to develop relationships with key adults and peers 
Play alongside their peers 
Adults to label and validate emotions 
Begin to feel confident becoming independent in the setting 
Begin to show some control in turn taking with an adult 
Begin to develop friendships with other children 

 

Physical 
Development 

Explore different types of movement; balance, riding, ball skills 
Climb stairs using alternate feet 
Begin to develop large muscle movements e.g. waving, painting large 
mark making 
Sequence movements to songs/ rhymes, copying adults 
Begin to understand that there is safety required with some tools 
Choose and appropriate tool for the activity 
Explore the use of one handed tools 
With adult support learn how to put on a coat 
Begin to understand the need for hygiene 
Begin to understand about healthy choices 

Explore a variety of balls, large, small, medium 
Begin to use stairs independently 
Use legs to move bikes and cars 
Use large and small motor schools to everyday things e.g. pour, cut food 

 

 



 

Literacy Know that print has meaning, by understanding how an adult shares a book 
Begin to know that English is read from left to right and top to bottom 
Gain a developing phonological awareness to spot and suggest rhymes, 
alliterations 
Use their knowledge of print and writing in their play, at this stage we would 
expect mark making with child’s interpretation. 
Begin to recognise their name in print 
 

Join in with rhymes and songs 
Say some of the words in songs and rhymes 
 

Mathematics Subitise groups of up to 3 objects 
Recite numbers past 5, forwards  
Count up to 5 objects 
Use consistently, finger numbers to 3 
Begin to experiment with adult modelled language to compare quantity 
Develop language for naming 2D  shapes 
Begin to experiment with adult modelled language for shape properties, using 
shapes in play  
Begin to experiment with adult modelled positional language 
Begin to experiment with adult modelled Comparison size, weight, length and 
capacity 
Use now, next, later vocabulary relating to time 
Use the days of the week  

Hear language relating to amounts ‘lots’, ‘more’, ‘same’ 
Hear modelled counting 
Build with a range of large resources 
Explore inset puzzles 
Hear modelled language around 2D shapes 

Understanding 
the World 

Explore materials using all their senses 
Begin to develop their vocabulary to talk about what they see and experience, 
support by adult modelling 
Share their family make up and events, activities they do at home.  
Explore forces and develop their vocabulary through adult modelling 
With adult support share positive attitudes towards differences 
Feel confident in their key group to talk about differences between people 

Explore and respond to different phenomena e.g. sun rain 
Explore a wide variety of materials 
Have ownership of their immediate family 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Take part in role play 
Explore small world experiences 
Explore a variety of materials understanding how they can change them by 
decorating and joining 
Create drawings and models 
Draw/ create, ideas and techniques may be supported by adult  
Explore what happens when colours mix 
Use art work from different cultures and time periods as observation/ provocation 
Develop listening skills 
Develop a repertoire of songs 
Explore a range of instruments 

Make repetitive sounds 
Sing familiar songs and rhymes 
 

 



 

Opportunities and Provocations Autumn 1 Orchard 

Literacy 
Core books  
  

Opportunities and Provocations 
This sparks interest and then the children can 
lead the learning. This will be documented 
within the weekly plans 
 

Phonics 
Letters & 
Sounds 
Jolly Phonics 

Festivals and 
Seasonal 

Communication 
strategies  

N2 
Owl Babies 
Dear Zoo 
Peace At Last  
Shark in the Dark 
Shark in the Park 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
Little Red Hen 
 
N1 
Baby Bear Baby Bear 
Oh Dear 
Postman Bear 
 

Roleplay & Small World 

 Home corner 

 Doll’s house 
 

 Wild animals 

 Sea animals 
 

 Pumpkins 
 

 Andy Goldsworthy – natural artist 
 

 Harvesting food 
 
 
Cooking opportunities 

 Pumpkin recipes 

 Bread 
 
 

Aspects 1 – 4 
 
Emphasis on 
Nursery Rhymes 
and Familiar 
Stories 
 
Self-registration 
name and Photo 

Harvest 
 
Changes in 
weather 

 Makaton 

 Visual signs & 
symbols 

 Mirroring 

 Match +1 

 Objects of reference 

 Rallying 
conversations 

 Modelling 
Communication 

 Sharing names and 
experiences 

 

 

 

 



 

Opportunities and Provocations Autumn 2 Orchard 

Core books  
  

Opportunities and Provocations 
This sparks interest and then the children can 
lead the learning. This will be documented 
within the weekly plans 
 

Phonics 
Letters & 
Sounds 
Jolly Phonics 

Festivals and 
Seasonal 

Communication 
strategies  

N2 
Stick Man 
Monkey Puzzle 
Room on the Broom 
Leaf Man 
Flash Bang Wee 
 
Ridiculous 
Christmas Stories 
 
N1 
I went Walking 
We’re Going on a Pumpkin Hunt 
Dear Santa 
Christmas Stories 
 

Roleplay & Small World 

 Home corner 

 Santa’s workshop/ grotto 
 

 Fireworks experiment, creative 

 Sticks  
 

 Andy Goldsworthy – natural artist 

 Asian music 
 
Cooking opportunities 

 Gingerbread men  

Aspects 1-4 
 
Introduce Jolly 
phonic actions 
and jingles 
 
Self-registration 
name and Photo 

Guy Fawkes 
Diwali 
Christmas 
 
Changes in 
weather, 
temperature, 
nature 

 Makaton 

 Visual signs & 
symbols 

 Mirroring 

 Match +1 

 Objects of reference 

 Rallying 
conversations 

 Modelling 
Communication 

 Modelling and 
scaffolding 
communication 

 Modelling and 
sharing what you 
have to learned 
today  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Spring Term Learning 
Orchard - Nursery 2 and Rising 3s (Nursery 1) 

Areas of 
Learning… 

Development Matters Objectives… Nursery 2 Development Matters Objectives… Nursery 1 

Communication 
& Language 

Talk about familiar books 
Listen to longer stories 
Increase song & Rhyme repertoire 
Split their attention (listen and do) 
Continue to increase vocabulary 
Respond to 2 part instructions, may need repetition of 2nd part 
Experiment with use of plurals 
Experiment with use of tenses (often modelled back by adults) 
Develop sentences to use 4-6 words 
Begin to express views 
Begin to have sustained conversations with adults 
Use talk to organise play (maybe with adult support) 

Listen to other people talk for short periods  
Express and begin to label their emotions 
Develop conversations, begin to respond to adult or child response 
Develop role play, developing a small group to engage in the same 
play  
Hear phonemes /w/ /y/ /sh/ in words and echoed back to them 
accurately 
Develop accuracy of speaking familiar multi-syllabic words 
Listen to stories and begin to respond to what is happening 
Understand and act on longer sentences, with adult support 
Understand and, given time, respond to who, what, where questions 

Personal Social 
Emotional 
Development 

Independently select activities to achieve a goal 
Develop a sense of responsibility, with reduced adult intervention 
Become confident with a wider range of people (children and familiar adults) 
Play in pairs and small groups 
Find solutions to conflicts, often with adult support 
Become independent following the rules and boundaries 
Develop confidence and assertiveness within the setting 
Begin to understand how they feel and use vocabulary to express it.  
Begin to understand how others feel; empathy 

Express preferences using gesture and increasingly talk 
Develop more relationships 
Play alongside and, increasingly with their peers 
Children to begin to label emotions 
Develop independence 
Begin to show some control in turn taking within a pair of children 
Develop friendships with other children 

 

Physical 
Development 

Develop different types of movement; balance, riding, ball skills 
Climb using alternate feet (climbing equipment) often with adult encouragement 
Begin to develop balance to stand on one leg 
Begin to develop large muscle movements  
Work as a group, sometimes with adult support 
Sequence movements to songs/ rhymes 
Develop physical skills in a range of areas; indoors, outdoors, forest 
Use a variety of tools safely, often with adult support 
Begin to use one handed tools 
Develop a dominant hand 
Put a coat on independently 
Zip a zip, once it has been started 
Become more independent at toileting and hygiene 
Learn about oral hygiene 
Make healthy choices about food, drink, activities and self care 

Start to catch balls, adult supporting to get their hands together 
ready in front of them 
Use the stairs independently, one step at a time 
Begin to move a tricycle, not always using pedals 
Begin to push one leg to use a scooter 
Use large motor schools to everyday things e.g. kick, sweep, paint 
Begin to be aware of toileting needs 

 



 

Literacy Know that print has meaning 
Know that English is read from left to right and top to bottom 
Begin to know the names of different parts of a book; title, index, author 
Gain a developing phonological awareness to spot and suggest rhymes, alliterations, and count syllables 
Begin to develop their phoneme/ grapheme recognition 
Use their knowledge of print and writing in their play, forming some as recognisable letters 
Form letters and begin to form some accurately 
Recognise their name in print without a visual aid 
Know how to write some of their name 

Join in with rhymes and songs, copying sounds rhythms 
Sing songs/ use rhymes in play alongside adults or other 
children 
Begin to develop favourite books 
Use environmental symbols and print to begin to infer 
meaning 

Mathematics Subitise groups of up to 3 objects 
Recite numbers past 5, forwards and backwards for a purpose 
Count up to 5 objects 
Know that, when counting, the last number is the total number of objects 
Use consistently, finger numbers to 5 
Link numerals and groups of objects (labelling) up to 3 
Solve real world problems with numbers up to 3 
Experiment with numerals when mark making 
Develop language to compare quantity 
Develop language for naming 2D and 3D shapes 
Develop language for shape properties, using shapes in play  
Develop positional language 
Compare size, weight, length and capacity 
With adult support, talk about and identify patterns 
Use some vocabulary relating to time 
Order events using vocabulary e.g. first, then 
Use language relating to days of the week  

Count up to 3 objects 
Hear language, and echo, relating to amounts ‘lots’, ‘more’, 
‘same’ 
Have experiences to count in everyday contexts 
Build with a range of large and small resources 
Complete inset puzzles 
Experiment with labelling 2D shapes 
Experiment with vocabulary of size and weight, modelled by 
adults 
Notice patterns 

Understanding 
the World 

Make collections of materials with similar/ different properties and talk about them 
Become more independent talking about what they see and experience 
Share personal celebrations as they occur, talk about similarities and differences 
Explore how things work 
Plant seeds and care for plants 
Investigate life cycles (plants and animals) 
Explore forces and develop their vocabulary 
With adult support share positive attitudes towards differences 
Begin to develop vocabulary around change 
Begin to develop positive attitudes about differences between people 
Talk about the differences between people 

Explore and respond to different phenomena e.g. ice snow 
Explore a wide variety of materials and adults model talk 
about them e.g. soft/ spikey 
Begin to talk about their home and family 
With adult support begin to notice and explore difference 
between people 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Take part in cooperative role play 
Construct small worlds to support their storyline 
Develop their own creations choosing from a range of materials 
Use a variety of materials to help join items together 
Create drawings and models and begin to talk about them  
Draw/ create from the imagination and from observation, modelled by adults 
Explore what happens when colours mix, use this when creating 
Explore artists, from different cultures and time periods 
Develop listening skills, using a variety of music genres 
Sing a repertoire of songs 
Develop vocabulary about musical changes high/ low fast/ slow 
Make changes to songs they know 
Learn to play instruments 

Experiment with rhythmical sounds 
Explore a range of instruments 
Express ideas and feelings through making marks, talk about 
their marks 
Develop pretend play, rehearsing what they know from their 
lives 
Sing familiar songs and rhymes 
Make simple models 

 



 

Opportunities and Provocations Spring Term Orchard 
 

 Core books Opportunities and Provocations 
This sparks interest and then the children can lead 
the learning. This will be documented within the 
weekly plans  
 
 

Phonics 
Letters & 
Sounds 
Jolly Phonics 

Festivals and 
Seasonal 

Communication 
strategies  

Nursery Rhyme Books 
 
Hands aren’t for hurting 
How do I feel? 
I feel Sunny 
Simon Sock 
 
Kitchen Disco 
Snail and the Whale 
Whatever Next 
Bear Hunt 
I’m Gorgeous 
 
Easter Story 

Roleplay & Small World 

 Restaurant/ take away  

 Vet surgery 

 Animals polar, Pets, Farm, jungle, water/sea, 
dinosaurs 

 Emotion puppets, people 
 

 Space 

 Tools and items to explore 

 Ice and snow, melting and freezing 

 Floating and Sinking 
 

 Simon Bull – artist 

 Jackson Pollock – artist 
 

 Chinese music 

 Music through the decades 
Cooking opportunities 

 Noodles, fortune cookies 

 Pancakes 

 Fruit from kitchen disco 
Visit 

 Animalmania 
 

Aspects 4 – 7 
 
Introduce letter 
shapes 
 
As children are 
ready self-
registration 
with just name 
(no photo) 

New Year 
Chinese New 
Year 
Shrove 
Tuesday 
 
Mothering 
Sunday 
Easter 
Eid-al-Fitr 
World Book 
Day 
 
Winter 
temperatures, 
dark, cold 
temperatures 
New growth 

 Makaton 

 Visual signs & 
symbols 

 Mirroring 

 Match +1 

 Objects of reference 

 Rallying 
conversations 

 Modelling 
Communication 

 Modelling and 
scaffolding 
communication 

 Modelling and 
sharing what you 
plan to learn and 
what you have to 
learned today  



 

Summer Term Learning 
Orchard - Nursery 2 and Rising 3s (Nursery 1) 

Areas of 
Learning… 

Development Matters Objectives… Nursery 2 Development Matters Objectives… Nursery 1 

Communication 
& Language 

Listen to longer stories and be able to talk about them 
Split their attention (listen and do) 
Continue to increase vocabulary 
Respond to 2 part instructions 
Experiment with use of plurals and tenses 
Develop sentences to use 4-6 words 
Express views and debate through reasoning 
Have sustained conversations with adults 
Use talk to organise play  

Listen to other people talk for short periods in a small group situation 
Express and label their emotions 
Develop conversations, rallying between adults and other children 
Develop role play 
Hear phonemes /th/ /ch/ in words and echoed back to them accurately 
Be accurate speaking familiar multi-syllabic words 
Listen to stories and respond to what is happening 
Understand and act on longer sentences 
Understand and respond to who, what, where questions 

Personal Social 
Emotional 
Development 

Independently select activities to achieve a planned goal 
Develop a sense of responsibility 
Become confident with a wider range of people 
Play in pairs and small groups extending their ideas 
Find solutions to conflicts 
Become independent following and carrying out the rules and boundaries 
Develop confidence and assertiveness within the setting 
Understand how they feel and use vocabulary to express it.  
Understand how others feel; empathy 

Express preferences and make decisions using gesture and talk 
Thrive and develop more relationships as they develop self assurance 
Play in a group of their peers 
Express a range of emotions 
Be independent in their choices 
Begin to show some control in turn taking 
Be curious about the differences/ diversity of their peers 
Safely explore a wider range of emotions 

Physical 
Development 

Be confident with a variety of movement; balance, riding, ball skills 
Climb using alternate feet 
Skip, hop, stand on one leg 
Develop large muscle movements 
Work as a group 
Make own sequence movements to music 
Use a variety of tools safely 
Use one handed tools 
Develop a dominant hand developing smaller mark making movements 
Put a coat on independently 
Zip a zip, once it has been started 
Be independent at toileting and hygiene 
Talk/ Know about oral hygiene 
Make and understand healthy choices about food, drink, activities and self-care 

Start to catch balls, putting hands together ready in front of them 
Use the stairs independently, sometime still one step at a time 
Use a scooter independently 
Begin to pedal a tricycle 
Use large and small motor skills to everyday things e.g. pour, cut food 
Use the toilet with help, increasing in independence 

 



 

Literacy Know that print has meaning 
Know that English is read from left to right and top to bottom 
Know the names of different parts of a book; title, index, author 
Gain a developing phonological awareness to spot and suggest rhymes, alliterations, and 
count syllables 
Develop their phoneme/ grapheme recognition 
Use their knowledge of print and writing in their play 
Form letters and begin to form some accurately 
Know how to write some or all of their name 

Join in with rhymes and songs, copying sounds rhythms, tunes and tempo 
Sing songs/ use rhymes independently in play 
Have favourite books and seek then out to share with an adult, friend or 
alone 
Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories 
Recognise familiar print e.g. door number, letter from name, familiar 
brands 
Add marks on their paper to stand for their name 

Mathematics Know that, when counting, the last number is the total number of objects 
Link numerals and groups of objects (labelling) up to 5 
Solve real world problems with numbers up to 5 
Experiment with numerals when mark making 
Develop language to compare quantity 
Develop language for naming 2D and 3D shapes 
Develop language for shape properties, using shapes in play  
Develop positional language 
Compare size, weight, length and capacity 
Talk about and identify patterns 
Use and expand vocabulary relating to time 
Order events using vocabulary e.g. first, then 
Use language relating to days of the week  

React to changes of amount in a group of up to 3 items 
Compare amounts using ‘lots’, ‘more’, ‘same’ 
Count in everyday contexts beyond 3, sometimes skipping numbers 1-2-3-
5 
Build with a range of large and small resources 
Begin to use shape names correctly 
Use language of size and weight in everyday contexts 
Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns 

Understanding 
the World 

Make collections of materials with similar/ different properties and compare 
Develop their vocabulary to talk about what they see and experience  
Understand their family and culture 
Explore a variety of occupations 
Plant seeds and care for plants 
Investigate life cycles (plants and animals) 
With adult support share positive attitudes towards differences 
Explore change and develop their vocabulary 
Develop positive attitudes about differences between people 
Talk and ask questions about the differences between people 

Explore and respond to different phenomena 
Explore a wide variety of materials and talk about them e.g. soft/ spikey 
Make connections between the features of their family and other families 
Notice differences between people  
 

Expressive Arts 
and Design 

Develop a storyline, as a group, during role play 
Construct complex ‘small worlds’ 
Explore different materials to make props for their play e.g. junk models 
Develop their own creations choosing from a range of materials 
Use a variety of materials to help join items together 
Create drawings and models and be able to talk about them  
Draw/ create from the imagination and from observation 
Explore a variety of artists, from different cultures and time periods 
Perform a repertoire of songs 
Pitch match, sing high/ low and talk about the changes in music 
Create their own songs 
Create their own compositions using instruments 

Make rhythmical and repetitive sounds 
Explore a range of instruments and play them in different ways 
Express ideas and feelings through making marks, sometimes giving 
meaning to their marks 
Develop pretend play, using objects to represent another object 
Sing familiar songs and rhymes and accompany this with instruments 
Use their imaginations as they consider what they can do with different 
materials 
Make simple models which express their ideas 

 



 

Opportunities and Provocations Summer 1 Orchard 
 

 Core books Opportunities and Provocations 
This sparks interest and then the children can 
lead the learning. This will be documented 
within the weekly plans  
 
 

Phonics 
Letters & 
Sounds 
Jolly Phonics 

Festivals and 
Seasonal 

Communication 
strategies  

Super Tato 
Comics 
Super Worm 
 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Insect non-fiction 
The Lazy Ladybird 
 
People Who Help Us Books 
  

Roleplay & Small world 

 Hospital/ Police 

 Emergency vehicles and people 

 Superheroes/ mini me’s 

  minibeasts 
 

 Minibeast hunts 

  Caterpillars - butterflies 
 

 Van Gough (Sunflowers)  

 Portrait artists 
 

Cooking opportunities 

 Food that is healthy for our teeth 
 
Visit 

 Police/ Fire Brigade/ Nurse/ Dentist 

Aspects 5-7 
 
Linking 
Phonemes to 
Graphemes 

Growth 
Planting 
Temperatures 
warming up 

 Makaton 

 Visual signs & 
symbols 

 Mirroring 

 Match +1 

 Objects of reference 

 Rallying 
conversations 

 Modelling 
Communication 

 Modelling and 
scaffolding 
communication 

 Modelling and 
sharing what you 
plan to learn and 
what you have to 
learned today  

 Modelling and 
scaffolding thinking 

 

 

 



 

Opportunities and Provocations Summer 2 Orchard 

Core books  
 

Opportunities and Provocations 
This sparks interest and then the children can 
lead the learning. This will be documented 
within the weekly plans 
 

Phonics 
Letters & 
Sounds 
Jolly Phonics 

Festivals and 
Seasonal 

Communication 
strategies  

The Smartest Giant in Town 
 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
The 3 Little Pigs 
The Billy Goats Gruff 
Little Red Riding Hood 

Roleplay & Small world 

 Cottage Grandma’s (Red Riding Hood/ 3 
Bears’) 

 
 

 Growing fruit & vegetables 

 Sun safety 
 
 

 Transition to school 

Aspects 5-7 
 
Linking 
Phonemes to 
Graphemes 

Father’s Day  Makaton 

 Visual signs & 
symbols 

 Mirroring 

 Match +1 

 Objects of reference 

 Rallying 
conversations 

 Modelling 
Communication 

 Modelling and 
scaffolding 
communication 

 Modelling and 
sharing what you 
plan to learn and 
what you have to 
learned today  

 Modelling and 
scaffolding thinking 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Orchard 

Continuous Provision Mapping 
Beyond our Opportunities and Provocation Curriculum and reacting to the children’s interests we offer our continuous provision.  

These resources will be available throughout the year to offer key early learning opportunities to all our children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Water 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

Water aprons  
Towels  
Mop and bucket 
Containers of differing sizes for pouring 
(transparent and opaque) 
Graded containers./Jugs/Plastic bottles,  
Watering cans 
water wheels 
Containers with holes/sieves,   
Floating and sinking objects – eg corks, shells, 
ping pong balls, foil dishes, leaves, nuts, pieces of 
wood / bark / twigs, sponges, pebbles.  
Hosepipe, Transparent plastic tubing of different 
thicknesses and lengths.  
Animal sets – polar, marine, ducks,  Boats and 
play people, 
Numbers/ Letters 
Pipets/ syringes 
Food colouring 
Bubbles 
Whisks 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Fill, pour, empty, heavy, 
drip, wet Splash, splosh, splish, puddle,  Float, 
sink, 
 
Asking open questions?  
“How did you..?”  
“Why does this?”  
“What happens next?”  
“What do you think?”  
“What would happen if:  
  
Using Positive Questioning  
“I don’t know”,” what do you think” ,  
“ I hadn’t thought of that”  
“ That’s an interesting idea”   
“Have you seen what XXX has done”,  
“good thinking maybe you should try it out.”  
 I wonder what would happen if..  
I wonder how we would make that?  
I wonder how we could make it move? 
 
Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Playing collaboratively and using the water area 
appropriately.   
making choices,   
opportunities for talking through shared 
activities,   
following instructions,   
making plans,   
presenting ideas to others,   
develop mathematical language e.g. position, 
size, shape, comparisons,  problem solving 
opportunities,   
Exploring basic scientific concepts ordering items 
by length or height,   
manipulate a range of equipment and tools, 
develop their own ideas over a period of time,  
Representing own experiences through 
imaginative play.  
Opportunities to explore - such as floating & 
sinking, freezing and melting, filling, pouring & 
emptying etc.  
Opportunities for children to observe movement 
of water stop / start / speed etc.    
Exploring sounds in water,   
Adding things to water such as colour, sand, 
bubbles to observe change.    

 



 

Small World 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

 
Train track and train,   
animals,   
people,   
cars, other vehicles and garage,   
doll’s house 
Castle 
Different surfaces eg Sand pit/builders, 
tray/grassed area/digging area,   
Natural materials eg stones, pebbles, twigs, 
grass,   
Writing materials for fine and gross motor 
development,   
Recycled open ended materials eg boxes, tubes, 
foil trays,   
Reference books,   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Animals, transport, 
people, different types of houses e,g flat, 
bungalow, caravan Family, different types of 
families Colour, shape, size and positional 
language Imagine, pretend, believe Model story 
structure, talk about character, plot, theme 
 

Asking Open questions 
“ How did you..?”  
“why does this?”  
“What happens next?”  
“ What do you think?”  
“What would happen if:  
  
Using Positive Questioning  
“I don’t know”, 
” what do you think” ,  
“ I hadn’t though of that”  
“ That’s an interesting idea”   
“ have you seen what XXX has done”,  
good thinking make be you should try it out.  
  
I wonder what would happen if..  
I wonder how we would make that?  
I wonder how we cold make it move? 
 

Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Playing collaboratively  and using the sand area 
appropriately.   
making choices,   
opportunities for talking through shared 
activities,   
following instructions,   
making plans,   
presenting ideas to others,   
using story and reference books,   
writing for different purposes e.g. lists, writing 
own name and other captions,   
Develop mathematical language e.g. position, 
shape, size, comparisons.   
Problem solving opportunities. 
Notice similarities, differences and pattern. 
Tell stories e.g. creating stories inspired by 
materials and equipment Re-tell familiar and 
shared stories.   
Re-enact real life experiences and situations.  
Learn to care for materials and the environment. 
Work in cooperation e.g. in pairs, groups, 
working collaboratively.   
Through play contexts find out about the world 
in which they live and find out about past. 



 

Sand 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

Dust pan and brush;   
Sand wheels;   
Funnels, variety of sizes;   
Sieves and colanders;   
Various plastic bottles and plastic/metal bowls;  
Pattern making equipment – patterned rolling 
pins;   
Natural objects – shells, fir cones, conkers, 
pebbles, stones, drift wood, pumice, sponge, 
loofer wicker baskets etc…;  
For texture – lentils, pasta, pea gravel etc 
Ramps and Cars 
People 
Animals 
Metal Utensils 
Wooden utensils 
Boxes 
Tubes and drain pipes 
Buckets and spades 
Foam bricks 
Dumper trucks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Heavy, light, tall,  short, 
full, empty Wet, dry, fine, coarse, hard, soft, mix, 
pour, fill. Funnel, cylinder, sieve, colander, 
measure 
 
Asking open questions?  
“How did you..?”  
“Why does this?”  
“What happens next?”  
“What do you think?”  
“What would happen if:  
  
Using Positive Questioning  
“I don’t know”, 
” what do you think” ,  
“ I hadn’t though of that”  
“ That’s an interesting idea”   
“Have you seen what XXX has done”,  
good thinking make be you should try it out.  
  
I wonder what would happen if..?  
I wonder how we would make that..?  
I wonder how we could make it move..? 
 
Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Playing collaboratively and using the sand area 
appropriately.   
making choices,   
opportunities for talking through shared 
activities,   
following instructions,   
making plans,   
develop mathematical language e.g. weight, 
capacity, volume, height, size problem solving 
opportunities,   
Exploring texture Differences in the properties of 
dry and wet sand  
creating and recreating patterns  using different 
tools   
manipulate a range of equipment and tools,  
Opportunities to look after equipment and area  
Opportunities to develop their own ideas over a 
period of time,   
Looking at how sand changes what happens 
when you add water, shingle, pebbles, pasta 
etc..?  
Exploring different textures/colours  
Role play – holidays, beach, desserts 



 

Role Play 

Resources that are made available 
throughout the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of 
children and learning opportunities we know the 
children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key vocabulary is 
highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations 
to play 

Furniture  Kitchen equipment - Microwave, 
kettle  Cupboards  Foods Cutlery   
Costumes - clothes  
Telephone   
Iron  
Washing Machine 
Cooker 
Babies 
Crib, blanket and clothes 
Table, Chairs and mats 
Fppd, and pictures of food 
Paper - for messages  
Empty boxes and bottles  
Consider diverse resources to meet the 
needs of the cohort Magazines/Books/ 
menus 
Mark making equipment  
  
Always consider the relevance to children if 
you are considering changing the role play. 
Do they know what happens at a travel 
agents, garden centre etc?  REMEMBER we 
need to offer real life experiences that the 
children know and can relate to. 
 
 
 

Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, symbols and signs) 
eg-  
Relationships - Mum, Dad, brother, sister , family,  Different 
types of houses, foods, activities that relate to individual lives 
Pointing out text on packets and bottles Mathematical language: 
more, less, tall, short,  number and shapes in the environment  
 

Asking open questions?  
“How did you..?”  
“Why does this?”  
“What happens next?”  
“What do you think?”  
“What would happen if:  
“How would you feel…”,  
“ I wonder how we could find out?”  
  

Using Positive Questioning  
“I don’t know”, 
” what do you think” ,  
“ I hadn’t thought of that”  
“ That’s an interesting idea”   
“Have you seen what XXX has done”,  
good thinking maybe you should try it out.  
  

I have got this at my house…  
My favourite food is…  
I have got to go to the shops on the way home and then the 
library,  
I hope I have got enough time 
 

Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate how the adult 
tackles a problem or new learning 

 Adult encourage child to prepare meal and 
discuss how things work.  
Telephone conversation joining in. 
Encourage children to be aware of each 
other.  
Adult to intervene with different ideas.  
(Tea Party) Re-enact stories  
Use interests and predictable events to 
enhance role play area when and if 
necessary  
To continue to be excited and interested 
Develop language skills   
Appropriate mathematical skills (count 
knives and forks)  
Past and present events  
To use imagination and engage in role play 
that relates to their real life experiences  
To work with others  
To take turns   
Fine motor skills (pouring drinks)  
Using equipment & resources 
independently   
To ask questions why and how things 
happen and work. 



 

Mathematics 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to 
play 

Jigsaws,  
Sorting equipment,   
Numbers 
Plastic/magnetic numbers,   
Number rhymes and songs (CD),   
Peg boards,   
Sand timers,   
Scales,  
Shapes (2D and 3D),   
Number and information books  
Beads, cotton reels, threading,   
Measuring  
Money,   
Notepads and pens,   
Clip boards,   
Games – track, dice, matching, sorting, colour, 
shape, size, dominoes, card games,  
Calendars,  
diaries,  
telephone directories.  
Range of natural resources to encourage 
classifying, sorting , counting  
Numicon 
Bottle tops 
 
 
 
 

Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg-  More, less, bigger, smaller, 
Longer, taller, shorter, Higher, lower, full, empty, 
heavy, light, too much, little, same, different, 
balance, measure, weigh, add, take away, all 
together, names of numbers, shapes, days, months 
of year, coins, round, flat, straight, curvy.  
 
Asking open questions? “How did you..?” “Why 
does this?” “What happens next?” “What do you 
think?” “What would happen if: “How would you 
feel…”, “ I wonder how we could find out?”  
  
Using Positive Questioning “I don’t know”,” what 
do you think” , “ I hadn’t thought of that” “ That’s 
an interesting idea”  “Have you seen what Ben has 
done”, good thinking maybe you should try it out.  
  
I wonder what would happen if.. I wonder how we 
would make that. Can you help me sort, count, 
find? How much more do you have? How many 
bears are there? Which one is the heaviest? Who is 
taller? Can you make a pattern? Which number is 
missing? Which shape has more sides? What 3D 
shape is this? How many do we have altogether? 
 
Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Develop self-esteem, confidence and the 
ability to self organise.  Share and use 
equipment, work co-operatively and with 
respect.  Make choices, listen, respond and 
communicate ideas.  Have opportunities to 
classify and sort objects Have opportunities to 
develop ability to count.  Opportunities to 
recognise and order numbers 1 to 10  Play 
mathematical games, developing their ability 
to form good relationships with peers and 
develop mathematical skills through games.  
Begin to recognise 2D shapes and 3D solids, 
and use their names in familiar contexts. 
Positive and enjoyable mathematical 
experiences.  Exploring addition, subtraction 
and writing numbers.  Children using number 
names correctly  Children counting correctly  
Children recognising and creating patterns.  
Children adding and taking away Children 
identifying more/less Use of mathematical 
language  Children playing games well 
together, sharing and agreeing rules  
  
REMEMBER Maths can be observed in every 
area of provision. Think about mealtimes, role 
play, routine based activities, story and rhyme 
times 



 

Malleable and Sensory 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

 
Protective clothing,   
Play dough,  
Clay,   
Candles and holders 
Shaving foam 
Cornflour 
Cloud dough 
Geli baff 
PVA Glue 
 
knives & forks,   
Cooking utensils and baking trays,   
Rolling Pins (variety of textures),   
Cutters,   
Number and letter  (cutters or printers),  
Objects for making imprints/patterns,   
Twigs 
Conkers 
Lollypop sticks 
Match sticks 
Feathers 
Bottle tops 
Spoons 
ladels 
 
 
 

 
Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Cut, roll, model, press, 
squeeze, twist, pinch, stretch, push, pull, rolling 
pin etc Names of equipment Imaginative and 
descriptive language 
 
Asking open questions?  
“How did you..?”  
“Why does this?”  
“What happens next?”  
“What do you think?”  
“What would happen if:  
“How would you feel…”  
  
Using Positive Questioning  
“I don’t know”, 
” what do you think” ,  
“ I hadn’t thought of that”  
“ That’s an interesting idea”   
“Have you seen what Ben has done”,  
good thinking maybe you should try it out.  
 I wonder what would happen if..?  
I wonder how we would make that? 
 
Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Playing collaboratively and using the malleable 
area appropriately.   
making choices,   
opportunities for talking through shared 
activities,   
Mixing  to create dough  
Measuring amounts  
Manipulating materials – prodding, poking, 
pinching, squeezing, stretching, pulling, cutting, 
rolling, shaping, mashing, pressing  
Handling small tools safely and effectively  
Use talk to describe feel texture, smell, shape etc 
Explore texture shape, space & form  
Make sculptures  
Explore effect of adding other materials eg. 
water  
Use within ‘home/kitchen role play  
Create patterns and pictures using different 
media  
Developing mathematical language – short, fat, 
thin, long Making 2D and 3D shapes 



 

Literacy, Fine and Gross Motor 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

 
Bikes 
Hoola hoops, 
Climbing equipment, 
Sweeping brushes, 
Footballs, 
Digging tools, 
Bean bags 
 
Name cards  
Pens,  
pencils,  
felt tips,  
wax crayons,  
highlighters, (assorted colours/types/thickness).  
Sharpeners.   
Clipboards  
Hole puncher,  
staplers,  
scissors ,  
glue,  
Sellotape,   
Stencils,  
rulers,  
paper clips  
Assorted paper, card, envelopes, postcards, gift 
tags, parcel labels, writing books/pads – lists, 
gummed labels/Post-it-pads  

Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Pen, crayon, felt pen, 
chalk, brush, draw, colour, write, paper, letter 
sounds(phonics), Squiggle, scribe, alphabet, 
print, information Circle, line, zig zag  
 

Asking open questions?  
“How did you..?”  
“Why does this?”  
“What happens next?”  
“What do you think?”  
“What would happen if:  
“How would you feel…”,  
“ I wonder how we could find out?”  
  

Using Positive Questioning  
“I don’t know” 
” what do you think” 
“ I hadn’t thought of that”  
“ That’s an interesting idea”   
“Have you seen what Ben has done”,  
good thinking maybe you should try it out.  
I wonder what would happen if?  
I wonder how we would make that.  
How about writing a letter to your friend?  
Shall we write invitations to your party? 
 

Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Use variety of tools and experience the different 
marks they make 
Experiment with thick/ thin lines.   
Make curled, zig- zag, straight patterns  
Letter orientation.   
Make lists, invitations, cards, recipes and labels  
Model adult mark making  
Use message board for communication with 
others.   
Name writing.  
Story writing-using books relating to theme.  
Book making.  
Explore large movements.   
Make water patterns.   
Use ‘chalk paint’ to mark make on large natural 
surfaces.   
Use natural objects & body to mark make in 
mud, sand, gravel and dough   
Use body parts to mark make with different 
media  
Use tyres, shoes, wheeled toys to make tracks 
Use whiteboard/blackboard as scoreboard  
Use natural resources for mark making & printing 
Splatter painting.  
Graffiti wall.   
Large scale letter formation.   
Opportunities to develop muscles in shoulders, 
arms and fingers 



 

Investigation 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

 
Magnets,   
Magnifying glasses,   
Torches ,   
Cameras,   
Colour disks,   
Mirrors.   
Mark making materials e.g. clip boards, paper 
and pencils.   
Pictures and posters,   
Bee bots (and cards),   
 Simple non-fiction books,   
Bug viewers and finders  
Kaleidoscopes,   
Clocks,   
Selection of different materials such as shiny and 
dull, hard and soft,  Manufactured and natural 
items the children have collected   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Look, investigate, bigger, 
smaller,  magnify, magnetic, stuck, metal, 
reflection, move, forward, backwards, feel, 
touch, listen, noise, light, dark, catch, explore 
 
Asking open questions? “How did you..?” “Why 
does this?” “What happens next?” “What do you 
think?” “What would happen if: “How would you 
feel…”, “ I wonder how we could find out?”  
  
Using Positive Questioning “I don’t know”,” what 
do you think” , “ I hadn’t thought of that” “ That’s 
an interesting idea”  “Have you seen what Ben 
has done”, good thinking maybe you should try it 
out. 
 
 
Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Observing and identifying and exploring a wide range 
of materials and collections of resources.  Looking for 
similarities and differences.  Experiencing and trying 
out new vocabulary and communicating observations 
and findings.  Asking questions about their 
observations.  Observing and talking about patterns 
of change. Investigating how things work.   
Predicting, hypothesising and problem solving.  
Knowing how we use our bodies to smell, taste etc.; 
(senses).   
Observing and caring for mini beasts and other 
animals.   
Looking in books to find information.  
Growing plants and seeds .  
Recognising and identifying and sorting different 
materials;    
Exploring the  properties of materials and how they 
are used e.g. waterproof materials, soft materials, 
transparent materials;  Investigating patterns of 
change Exploring freezing and melting.   
Differentiating between hot and cold, wet and dry, 
rough and smooth;.  
Playing with magnetism with a range of magnetic and 
non- magnetic resources.   
Exploring torches to investigate light and dark . 
Exploring a wide range of outdoor environments.  
Communicating observations and findings.  
Experiencing weather 



 

Creative 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

Aprons 
Selection of collage materials (recycled, natural 
and bought) e.g. corks, plastic lids, feathers, 
bottle tops, straws, string, wool, ribbon, tissue, 
coloured matchsticks, cloth, buttons etc.  
Variety of different paper types and sizes - card, 
wrapping paper, greeting cards, crepe paper.  
Range of junk modelling materials - yoghurt pots, 
foil containers, variety of boxes, cardboard tubes, 
trays, egg boxes  
Painting and printing materials - finger paints, 
sponges, powder / ready mix paint, different size 
and shape brushes, combs. Sand, flour etc to 
create different textured paint. 
Mark making resources - pencils, crayons, felt 
tips.   
Joining equipment - Sellotape, glue, paper clips, 
paper fasteners, stapler, scissors, hole punch, 
string  
Seasonal items for observational drawings and 
paintings; pot plants, cut flowers and grasses, 
holly etc. 
 
 
 
 

Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Colour names e.g. red, 
blue Shape names e.g. triangle, circle Equipment 
names e.g. brush, pot, glue,  Texture e.g. rough, 
smooth, soft Descriptive words e.g. line, wavy, 
zig zag Actions e.g. mix, swirl, splash, drip, cut, 
tear, stick, join, spread  
 
Asking open questions?  
“ How did you..?”  
“why does this?”  
“ What do you think?”  
“What would happen if:  
  
Using Positive Questioning  
“I don’t know”,” what do you think” ,  
“ I hadn’t though of that”  
“ That’s an interesting idea”   
“ have you seen what XXX has done”,  
good thinking make be you should try it out.  
  
I wonder what would happen if..  
I wonder how we would make that?  
Can you see what happens when? 
 
Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Use and explore a variety of resources, 
techniques and equipment in 2D and 3D   
making choices and decisions,   
express themselves through exploring,  
making and designing using a range of media and 
materials,   
using their own ideas,   
working collaboratively and talk through their 
ideas,   
have time to enjoy and explore resources, 
develop ideas, techniques and skills which focus 
on the process rather than the product, 
experiment with collage materials,   
developing cutting and joining skill,   
manipulate equipment and tools,   
model making,   
using resources purposefully expressing real life 
experiences,  
making props and resources to support and 
extend their imaginative play,   
painting and  printing techniques,   
explore colour, texture, shape and patterns,  
make representations of their ideas and 
experiences,   
develop hand-eye coordination and fine motor 
skills,   
colour mixing. 
 



 

Construction 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

Pictures of buildings / vehicles Posters and local / 
themed reference photographs,  
Appropriate books   
Drawing and writing materials,  
Large wooden blocks,   
Small wooden bricks.  
Purchased construction kits e.g. Lego, Duplo 
Small selection of play people,  
vehicles and animals  
Selection of natural/ reclaimed materials  
Space to display finished models and those in 
progress  
Road maps / A-Z books,  
Clipboards  
Hard hats,  
Tools – hammer, spanner, screwdriver etc. 
Construction kits ,  
Equipment with a variety of fastenings, wheels, 
nuts, bolts e.g. Brio- Meccano 
Large paper, pens to create roads, tape to mark 
out roads and pathways on floor. 
Planks for ramps 
 
 
 
 

 
Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Build, knock down, brick, 
attach, join, bridge, fix Names of 2D/3D shapes 
Names of all construction sets and pieces 
Language of building –joining, fixing, connecting 
Colour, shape, size and positional language 
Number names  
 
Asking open questions? “ How did you..?” “why 
does this?” “What happens next?” “ What do you 
think?” “What would happen if:  
  
Using Positive Questioning “I don’t know”,” what 
do you think” , “ I hadn’t thought of that” “ That’s 
an interesting idea”  “have you seen what Ben 
has done”, good thinking make be you should try 
it out.  
  
I wonder what would happen if.. I wonder how 
we would make that? I wonder how we could 
make it move? 
 
Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Playing collaboratively  and using the 
construction area appropriately.  making choices,  
opportunities for talking through shared 
activities,  following instructions,  making plans,  
presenting ideas to others,  using story and 
reference books,  writing for different purposes 
e.g. lists, writing own name and other captions,  
develop mathematical language e.g. position, 
size, shape, comparisons,  problem solving 
opportunities,  creating and recreating patterns 
and models ,  matching and sorting shapes,  
ordering items by length or height,  exploring a 
range of construction materials that fix together 
in a variety of ways e.g. by twisting, slotting, 
pushing, clipping,  balancing construction pieces,  
designing and making their own models , 
manipulate a range of equipment and tools,  
create real-life and imaginary models,  develop 
their own ideas over a period of time,  
representing own experiences through 
imaginative play. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Reading  

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

Cushions/ Bean bags/Small soft chair  
Books, variety ie: fiction, non-fiction poetry  
Interactive stories  
Puppets and props to support key stories 
Material, dressing up to represent characters 
Musical instruments  
Children's home made books  
Photographs  
Headphones and cd’s 

Adults to introduce vocabulary (use of words, 
symbols and signs) eg- Fact, fiction, title, author, 
illustrator and illustrations,  plot, character, 
theme, sequence, information books, poetry, 
rhyme 
 
Asking open questions?  
“How did that make you feel?” 
“What was the best/ worst part of that…?” 
   
I wonder what would happen if..  
Story related questioning e.g. Was Goldilocks 
really doing the wrong thing?   
 
Talking through adult thinking – to demonstrate 
how the adult tackles a problem or new learning 

Playing collaboratively and using the book area 
appropriately.   
making choices,   
opportunities for talking through shared 
activities,   
Listening to stories in small groups or 1-1 
following instructions 
handling books carefully   
Learning to turn pages one at a time  
Learning to read from left to right  
Enjoy listening and making up stories   
Use imagination to develop language skills Learn 
to listen Learn to take turns   
Develop memory  
Exploring rhythm and rhyme  
Exploring sounds  
Opportunities to play with words  
Enjoying stories and rhymes with a mathematical 
element, 1,2 buckle my shoe 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Developmental Movement Play (DMP) & Physical 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

Adults 
Mats 
A-frames 
Planks 
Soft play 
Jabadao Cushions 
Material – scarves, lycra 
Music 
Parachute 
Gym ball 
Mirrors 
yoga 
Interactive dances 
Weighted blanket 
Bikes 
Scooters  
Balls 
Hills 
Steps 
Hoola hoops 
beanbags 
 
 
 
 

Move 
Dance 
Vocabulary linked to how we can move e.g. roll, 
jump 
Up  
Down 
Music 
Loud 
Quiet 
Soft 
Hard 
Slow 
fast 

Playing and moving collaboratively 
 
Developing basic scientific language e.g. slow, 
fast, round 
 
Copying and Developing physical movements 
 
Experiencing different forces e.g. pushing against 
a person, pulling lycra 
 
Adult leads by example  
 
Introduction of a range of musical genres.  
 
Move freely, independently and confidently  
How to keep self and others bodies safe 
Self expression 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

Forest 

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

Bug pots 
Magnifying glasses 
Cameras  
Audio recording equipment 
Clipboards, pens, pencils, paper 
Information books; trees, plants, insects, birds 
bird feeders 
Information posters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forest 
Gate 
Habitat, home 
Nature 
Names of flora and fauna; poppy, dandelion, 
buttercup, daisy, fungi, oak, cherry, centipede, 
woodlouse, blackbird, blue tit, crow etc. 
 
 

Experiencing and observing seasonal changes 
and growth in natural habitat. 
Observing and caring for, flora and fauna. 
Using information books to gain knowledge. 
Building habitats and homes for wildlife; bird 
boxes and feeders, bug hotels. 
Identifying flora and fauna. 
How to use camera equipment to record and 
revisit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Protective Behaviours  

Resources that are made available throughout 
the year.  
These will be enhanced from our observations of children 
and learning opportunities we know the children need.  

Words to build vocabulary 
(this list is not exhaustive but ensures key 
vocabulary is highlighted) 

Possible Learning experiences/ invitations to play 

 
Risk taking on purpose (climbing, balancing, 
tyres, rope swing, spinning swing, forest area) 
  

Informed staff-modelling language, encouraging 

children to use their own voice to keep them 

safe, giving children opportunities to deal with 

situations themselves, encouraging children to 

help each other; ask each other for help as well 

as adults, giving children small 

responsibilities/tasks 

  

Emotion stones 

Emotion puppets 

Makaton signs 

Facial gestures 

Cosmic yoga 

Breathing exercises  

Selection of emotion focussed books and stories 

The Bear feelings cards 

 
 

 
Safe, unsafe, happy, sad, angry, worried, scared, 

tired, hungry, stop, body, help 

 

Accurate body part names (penis, vagina, 
testicles, nipples etc) 

 
Children to understand feeling safe and unsafe 

and recognise a range of emotions. 

 

To know the accurate names for body parts. 

 

To build relationships with adults, enabling 

children to feel confident to ask adults for help 

and talk about their feelings. 

 

Enable children to understand their emotions 

and find ways to regulate them. 

 

To enable children be thoughtful and make 

independent evaluations/choices(risk taking, 

reactions to others) 

 
 
 
 
 

 


