
 

 

 

 

 

31st May 2020 

 

Dear parents,  

I hope you are well. The staff are working hard at Hillfields Nursery School to ensure the safety of 

children and the community once we begin our wider reopening.   

We continue to open for our children who have been eligible to attend throughout this period but we 

are deferring the planned wider opening, whilst the LA considers the national information provided 

this weekend by Trade Unions,  to ensure we have taken all steps necessary to reopen safely.  This will 

also allow time for the track and trace system to be embedded.  In the meantime  we can assure you 

that we have done all that we can to ensure Hillfields Nursery School is a safe place for both staff and 

children and we are really looking forward to welcoming some of you back soon. 

We will continue to consult with the local authority but at this current time we hope to be open to 

those children in Orchard, whose families have confirmed that they want to return, on 8th June. At the 

moment, we are able to offer 15 hours to every family who has said they want to return. If we get an 

increase of children, we would need to change our offer.  It is because of the careful planning needed 

to ensure that different groups of children do not meet that we are asking for a fornight’s notice if you 

decide to send your child into nursery. We can only have 32 children at a time which is significantly 

lower than the usual 117 children we are registered for.  

We have used the Government and Local Authority Guidance to make the Nursery School safe. Below 

are some of the measures you will see. It will look very different and it is important that you talk about 

this with your child before they return.  

Travelling to school  Please make sure that you follow the government advice about 
travel and talk to your child about staying close not running 
towards friends that they may not have seen for a long time.  
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-
travel-guidance-for-passengers 

Availability of spaces With social distancing measures we can only have 16 children in 
each room. This means your child may not be in the room they 
were in when the school was closed to most children.  
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Entrances Children who are asked to be in Orchard room will be asked to 
enter through the car park and exit out of the gate by Harmony 
Hub 
 
Children who are asked to be in Meadow room will be asked to 
enter through the gate off Hillfields Square and exit out of the 
main entrance 
 
Only one adult will be able to bring a child. For siblings this is 1 
adult for the children.  
 
There will be hand sanitiser at each entrance for the adult  
 
Please keep a 2m distance from adults.  

Times We will be staggering the arrival times  
 
Please turn up at the time you have been given. This ensures 
that you can all be socially distances at the entrance.  
 

Pram store This is out of use at this time. Please walk to nursery or take the 
pram home with you.  

Passing your children over to 
staff 

Unfortunately we cannot allow parents into the building.  
 
There will be a staff member in the garden. Please stay 2m apart 
and your child can move from you to the staff member who will 
show them into the room. 
 
The children have been apart from us for a long time. If they are 
not confident to start with we will work with you to slowly get 
your child confident with coming back to nursery school.  

Handwashing The children will be washing their hands when they first arrive 
the Nursery and regularly throughout the session. They will be 
taught to wash their hands thoroughly as this is so important in 
keeping the infection rate low.  

Curriculum We will be following the children’s interests but will focus on 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development to begin with, 
settling them back into the new nursery school environment and 
our ‘new normal’ 

Transition Whilst the preschool children can’t go and visit their new school 
as they normally would we will work with them on transition 
activities. This will include looking at virtual tours of their new 
schools which will be coming soon to the school websites.  

 

Thank you for your continued support 

 

Fiona Brinson and Karen Bennett 

Head Teacher         Assistant Head Teacher 


